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THE 


Quacks Academy, 


OR THE: | 


DUNCES DIRECTORY. 


Efore we enter upon the Subject Matter of this Sheet, 
we muſt declare that we do except out of our Deſign. 
all thoſe Learned and Worthy:-Perſons , whoſe Expe- 
rience and Labour 1n the Art of Medicine, may ++ 
| ny way contribute to the common good of Mankind. 
intending only to reflec on thoſe Illeterate Pretenders to Phy 
fick, whoſe Practices are as well ſhameful -as dangerous to the 
place they live in ; of which later fort we'areabout to ſpeak. 

' Having obſerv'd the prodigious Succeſs of modern Quackery 
and that the PraQice of it 1s lately become a /aft ſhift , - more 
common and thriving too , than ſelling of Ale, or ſetting up: 
Coffee-Houſe. And finding ſtill abundance of indigent ile Peo 
ple; that could never make their untoward Handicoafts fadg, 
to purpoſe , who would be glad toexchange-them for fo gentee 
wr teens an Imploy , - had they but the ſeeret Knack 

whereby other Bankrupts with ſmall pains and leſs parts”, have 


 inan- inſtant raiſed themſelves from Beggarys to competent E 
c 


ſtates: "Out of our great reſpect to ſuch heatty wellwillers;-tx 
ſo ſecure and 4 a Science; we- have thought fit to unfolc 
the: whole Miftery'; as''tis this day prafticed with ſo muc] 
Profit-andApplaule: Draw near then- with attention, all you 
decayed Ragammfſins of thi: Town ;' you by whoſe Dulneſs, n1 
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Mechanick Myſtery but ſcorns to be maſter'd, whom neither 
Sea nor G:bbet will accept ; we'll put you in a way of Feeding 
your ſelves and the Worms too: Honeſt no doubt, becauſe 
-ommon and ſafe , for why,your miſcariages ſhall gever be heard 
for the Dinn of Knells you ſhall occaſion , \Butjto deliver 
2Uur Documents 1n order : S® 

Firſt, Topaſs for currant, you have no more to do but to 
-all your ſelves Do@ors; Pl:ny hath affirm'd it before : And 
:hough I neither expe nor deſire = ſhould underſtand Lat, 
yet becauſe a Scrap may do you a kindneſs, one time or other 
to. ſwagger with ; I'll give it youin his own Language: Hac 
oli Ariium, evenit nw. cuilibet ſe Medicum dicentti facgle cye- 
Jatur, Cum ſit periculum in nutlo Mendacio Majus. 1n this 
Art alone it comes to paſs., That any one but profteſſing himſelf 
1 Phyſician, is preſently believed; though in no.caſe the belief 
Yf a lie he more dangerous. I have Engliſht this For the benefit 
If thoſe that donor underſtand Latin ; and 1 have no quarrel at 
11] againſt thoſe that do. 

However, In the Second place to ſupport this Title ; there 
xe ſeveral things very convenient : of which ſome are External 
Accontrements , others Internal Qualifications, 

Your outward Requiſites , are a decent Black Surt,- and (if 
z7our Credit will ſtretch ſo far in Long-/ane ) a Pluſh Facket ; 
not a pin the worſe though Thred-bare as-a Taylors Cloak ; it 
hows the more reverend Antiquity. b 

Secondly, Like Mercury, you muſt always carry a Caducess 
» Conjuring Japan in your Hand , Capt with a Civet Box-; 
vith which you muſt walk with Spaniſh Gravity , as in deep 
Contemplation upon an Arbitrament between Life and Death. 

Thirdly , A convenient Lodging , not forgetting a Hatch at 
he Door : A Chamber hung either with Dutch Pictures , or 
ooking-Glaiſes, bee-litter'd with Urinals, or empty Galli- 
Dots., and Vials filled with Tap-droppings , or Fair Water, co- 
our'd with Saunders : Any Sexton will furniſh your CRE 
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with a S#u//, in hope of your Cuſtom ; over which hang up 
the Sketeton of a Monkey,to proclaim your Skill in Anatomy» . 

Fourthly , Let your Table be never without ſome old muſty 
Greek or Arabick Author, and the 4th Book of Cornelius Agrep- 
pa's Occult Philoſophy, wide open, troamuſe Spetators ; with 
half a dozen of Guz/r Shillings, as ſo many Guinneys received 
that morning for Fees. 

Fifthly, Fail not to oblige neighbouring Ale-houſes, to 
recommend you to Inquirers; and hold Correſpondence with 
all the Nurſes and Midwives near you, to applaud yourSkill at 
Goſſtppings. 

Now to your neceſſary Qualifications, They are in general 
Two, Viz. Loquacity or Talkativenels, and Impudence. 

As for the Firſt, 'Tis a mighty ſe;zter-cf amongſt the Vul- 

ar : be ſure therefore you learn to pronounce Opp:lution and 
Odſtruftion of the Spleen, and Sch:rrhus of the Liver, with a 
full Mouth ; at leaſt ſpeak hard words,though never fo wretch- 
edly miſapply'd, and obſcure common ordinary things in Terms 
of Art (for all the uſe you are to make of ſuch Terms, is the 
ſame Juglers do of Hif7ius DotFius and Preſto ; to amuſe Peo- 
ples Brains whilſt you Pick their Pockets) if you can but get 
ſofar as to call the Fit of an Ague, a Paroxyſme, Fits of the 
Mother Hyſterical Paſſions : Thunder out Sympathetical, and 
AT Cures : Prate of the Mechaniſme of Nature ; 
though you know no more on't than a Plow-man does of Clock- 
work : Tell um of appeaſing the Irritated Archeical Microcoſ- 
mical Monarch ; increaſing the Radical Moiſture ; and reliev- 
ing all the Powers, Vital, Natarai, and Animal: The admi- 
ring Patient ſhall certainly cry you up for a great Schollard ;pro- 
vided always your Noneſenſe be #uent, and mixt with a difpa- 
ragement of the Co//edge, Graduated Doors, and Book-learned 
Phyſicians : againſt whom you muſt ever bring in your high and 
mighty word Experzence. l 
But fance every Maa is not endued with the gift of a 
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1nd that 'ris fit you ſhould legrn like a Dutcl-man , to $uil with 
2very Wind : If niggardly Nature, or more penurious Educa» 
10n, have not afforded you a Tongue well hung ; make a Ver. 
we of neceſſity : Look Grave and Big , decline all Diſcourſe , 
e{pecially if Ingenious Men be by : Tell them D:ſeaſes are not 


O be frighted away with words ; that you do not come to 77lk © 


2ut to Cure, fc. This will at once conccal your Ignorance 
rom the Judicious, and increaſe your eſteem for a notable re- 
'erv'd paty Fellow with others : It any ask the cauſe of their 
Diſtempers, or reaſon of your Preſcriptions , ſatisfie them both 
Jy producinga Liſt-of your mighty Cares ; wherein if one half 
>efitſe and the other hired ; there is no geeat danger : For he 
nuſt be a ſtrange inquilitive Infidel, that will not rather belieye- 
hem, than give himſelf the trouble of diſproving them -, 


Which brings me to the ſecond property, V2. 


* Aconvenient Audacity , There is nothiug more neceſlary , 


10thing more advantagious. Make People believe that no Pitcht- 
Tield ever flew or wounded halt ſo many as you have recover- 
'7: That you have made Death retreat , where Nature was 
nore- fiercely beleaguer'd than ever Stei1n was, and difap- 
Yzointed him of more Fits than Civil or Foreign Wars have 
Uurniſht him with theſe Forty years: That you have even Bec- 
tn'd Souls back again , that have been ſome Leagues onwards 
their Journey from their Bodics : Boaſt the wonders you have 
one at Leiden and Hamburgh , the Lazzaretto, at Venice, 
ind the Maiſon de Dieu at Paris: That your Cloſets are 
"mmortality-Offices , and. that you can lett Leaſes of Lives of 
; farger Date than + jp Indulgences : Pretend to the Cure of 
Y1- Diſeaſes , eſpecially ſuch as are Incurable; ond to know 
\hich are moſt i» Seaſon , conſult the Bills of Moytality ; and. 
jext Week vary your Bill accordingly. TRE | 
'"In particular, ſince- the whole Art of .Phyfics coplills, 1r-the 
iagnoſticks , Prognoſticks, and Therapeni1ciss ; 'For.ihe hrſt 
wo' You maſt either prercad. to be Waterotoger's, 4; which 
its; 1s 
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is more abſtruſe and modith)) Aſs-trologers, Piſ-prophets, or 
Starr-Wizards ; either way will do well enough, and to ſpeak 
truth, are much of a Certainy : In both there is neceſſary a 
Previous pumping , by apt and wary Queſtions , and their Ar: 
ſwers handſomely turned into other words, will extreamly 
gratifie the Patient or Quzerent. If you praQtiſe by the Urr- 
al, though 'tis as like to diſcover the Colour of a Sick-mans 
Cloaths as his Infirmities ; yet a thouſand to one but with dif 
creet handling , you may ſhake zt into the Sexrvey, the Pox, 
or the Conſumption Nay you may venture to tell what Trade 
your Patient 1s of, by his Working-days Water, and if you-ſee 
his Sundays-Water , what Relig:on he is of - But if you pro- 
ceed by the Scheme , there is nothing ſo probable as to ſay, He 
is Bewitcht, under an 1/)-Tongue : That he has a Take upon 
him , or is Planet-ſtruck , and the Lord of the Seventh ſhews 
you to be the only Doctor in the World that can help. him : 
Onely here beware that you never pronounce a Common- 
"Council-man w:ith-ch:ld, or a Conſtable fick of the Mother ; 
and in other Caſes , if your Judgment chance not to hit the 
Nail on the head , 'tis but having recourſe to neceſſary Pru- 
dence , called by the Superſtitious , the Art of Lying , As.to 
tell um their Stomack is faln out of the place , but you doubt 
not but to fetch it up again : That they have Straws in their 
Lungs, as big as Beams, and their Lzvers are waſted with Vee 
nery and Drinking. Then as for Therapenticks, if your Me- 
dicines be Galenical , though never fo Common ,. diſguiſe them 
with ftrange names ; Call Sena a Specefick , Mithridate an E- 
lixir , Extraftum Rudii an Arcanum , and add a Noſtrum to 
Album Grecum. But if you would rather betake your ſelf to 
Chymical Devices, and want Nonſenſe to cant their Ver- 
tues; there are Phamphlets enough abroad to furniſh you. The 
Tin&ure'of the Suns Beard; the Powder of the Moons-horns : 
or a Quinteſſencc extrated from the Souls of the Heathen 
Gods; will go off rarely for an Univerſal Medicine ; and bo 
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ble + Simple out of their Moxey firſt , and their Zines after> 
wards. Þ- 
But to deal ingenouſly, 1 will teach you a far more ready and 
curious way , both of Finding out and Curing all Diſeaſes, 
than has yet been diſcovered ; which is thus: Take two large 
Sheets of Paper, on the one write down (or get the Book-learn'd 
Scribe that writes your Bills, todo it for hy the-Names of all 
ordinary Diſtempers ; on the other all celebrated Medicines; |} 
whether Catharticks, Diureticks, Diaphoreticks, | Emeticks/ 
Then when any Patient comes or ſends, and you have heardt 
ſtory ; retire a while, telling them a True Phyſician muſt 
Study and then Preſcribe : In the mean time, by your ſelf, on 
the Roll of Infirmities, fling a Dye, andas many as the Chance 
as, ſo many Diſeaſes, you may allure them the party has ; but 
principally :hat whereon the Dye falls: Then do the ſame on | 
the Paperof Remedies , and Preſcrib'or Adminiſter that which * 
the Dye lights on,, to be taken ſo many times as there are Spots. 
on the Chance. - And if the Sick be Pain'd in the Head, you may 
eaſily diſcourſe them into a perſwaſion that the Diſeaſe ( or. 
at leaſt the Cauſe) is in their Hand pe wa : By which ſafe and 
ingenious courſe , you ſhall honeſtly refer-it to Forrene ; tadife/ 
cover both the Diſeaſe and-Medicine ; whereas others through” 
a conce:ted Knowledgo , or unhappy Ignorance , render thems; 
ſelves more than acceſſary to the-Death of many. 5 

There are ſeveral other DireQtions fit to acquaint you with, 
which: we ſhall reſerve for the ſecond part of this moſt uſeful! 
Dizefory. In the mean time (as your Predeſſors have done bes, 
fore you) pradice theſe and give thanks | 


To your Old Friend 
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